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Abstract
Societies shift under the currents of globalization and technological innovation, creating a need for reimagining teacher education systems, classrooms and curricula. The act of reimagining urges us to ask this central question: how can we prepare teachers and design learning environments that respond to rapid, social and technological change while preserving the human values at the heart of education? Drawing on four interconnected domains, teaching design and learning technologies; special education and technology; higher education research and teacher preparation; and artificial intelligence and information education, it can be argued that many teacher education models remain structured around old assumptions related to standardized courses, factory-timed practicum experiences, and transmissionist models that treat knowledge as content to be delivered. In response, there is a continuous need for rethinking curricula and practicum designs, research priorities, and the use of emerging technologies. By perceiving course design as a core pedagogical competence, we emphasize learner-centeredness, purposeful technology alignment, and real-world transfer. Further, the keynote highlights both the transformative potential and ethical risks of technology, advocating for employing the Universal Design for Learning (UDL), considering and engaging students as co-designers, and providing equity of access for all students. The keynote also outlines higher education research and the need for aligning research agendas with the pragmatic needs of the individuals and the institutions’ education strategies/policies. Meanwhile, it briefly reflects on the opportunities along with the caveats behind the use of AI. The keynote concludes with a call for a collective, equity-focused redesign of teacher education that is ethically grounded, evidence-informed, and oriented toward human flourishing.
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